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Dear Mr. Chairman:

We urge you and the members of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
Service to act swiftly and decisively to fully implement Section 254: Universal
Service of the Telecommunications Act, particularly Subsection (h):
Telecommunications Services for Certain Providers. These provisions are intended 1o
guarantee affordable telecommunications rates to our nation’s schools, libraries, and
rural health care facilities, thus ensuring that they are able to reap the benefits of the

National Information Infrastructure.

We are clearly witnessing a revolution in the way we do business and the way
we live, a telecommunications and information revolurion as important to our future as
the industrial revolution was in the last century It is imperative that schools,
libraries, and rural health facilities be able to participate fully in the benefits of an
Information Age. Telecommunications technology can help us provide a world class
education to school children across America. It can ensure that all citizens, through
their community libraries, have access to the same rich information sources. And
telemedicine can help us provide all Americans. regardless of where they live, access

_ to affordable, quality health care. Section 254 (h) was drafted to make sure this

happens.
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Implementation of Section 254 (h) will require creative efforts, and consistent
oversight, to ensure that the provisions and the discounts meet the needs of schools,
libraries, and rural health facilities. Congress fully intended to ensure all schools and
libraries have affordable access to telecommunications services so that a nation of
telecommunications “haves” and “have nots” does not develop. Thus Congress
specified that discounts should be directed to individual schools and libraries rather
than to states. To fulfill the intent of the law, every school and library submitting a
bona fide request should receive the discount necessary to ensure affordable access to
the educationa] telecommunications services. It is also essential for definitions of

special services and advanced services to be modified as technology changes and

develops.

We thank you for your attention to our views, and look forward to working

with you on this important issue.
Sincerely,

Bill Orton Robert W, I\Zyé/ ’ énstance A. Mgella

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Michael N. Castle Sam:Farr
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Robert T, Matsui
Member of Congress
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Doug Bereuter
Member of Congress

Blanche Lambert Lincoln
Member of Congress

Phil Enghsh e
Member of Congress

Anna Eshoo
Member of Congress
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Stepfien Hormn

Member of Congress
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Bill Richardson - Johin Elias Baldacci
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Charles E. Schumer
Member of Congress
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Rick Boucher
Member of Congress
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Lynn Woolsey
Member of Congress

Vic Fazm
Member of Congress
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Thomas M. Barrett
Member of Congress

Brian P. Bilbray
Member of Congres
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Nancy Pelost
Member of Congress

< Ggrge Nethercutt 8

Member of Congress
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Ro Klink
Member of Congress
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L.F. Payne ! William O. Lipinski
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Steve Gunderson
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Randy(f Duke” Cunnin
Member of Congress
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Patsy M en E. Buyer David Minge

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Gejdenson “Yohn LaFalce
ember of Congress Member of Congress Member of Cdngrgss

Member of Congress
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Esteban Edward Torres Ed Pastor Wes Cooley
.~ Member of Congress Member of Congress Member ng
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Bart Gordon Larry €ombest Nick J. Rahall, I
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Richard Neal
Member of Congress
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Victor O. Frazer . Lee Hamilton
Member of Congress Member of Bongress Member of Congress
fﬁ ;gj s -
[ AU i
Luis V. Gutierrez Bernard Sanders 7 Benjamin L. Cardin

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress

{11 Barr&tt
Member of Congress
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